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Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme
 
(LDN TSP)
 
Implementation Status Update Note
 
  
Introduction
The twelfth session of the Conference of Parties (COP12) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), held in Ankara, Turkey 2015, endorsed SDG target 15.3 and the concept of land degradation neutrality (LDN) as a strong vehicle for driving the implementation of the Convention. Furthermore, it invited country Parties to formulate voluntary targets to achieve LDN in accordance with their specific national circumstances and development priorities.
 
Based on the decisions taken by COP12, the UNCCD Secretariat and the Global Mechanism, with support of several partners1, established the LDN Target Setting Programme (LDN TSP) in order to support interested country Parties in their efforts to set national LDN baselines and to establish country specific LDN targets and associated measures to achieve LDN by 2030. As of 1 February 2017, 104 country Parties have expressed their commitment to formulate LDN targets and requested support through the LDN Target Setting Programme.
 
The purpose of the present LDN Target Setting Implementation Status Update Note is to collect information on the interim status of the countries' progress as of 1 July 2017. The information included in this note will allow us to assess the progress of the LDN TSP and will inform key stakeholders, including country Parties and partners, on the overall achievements of the Programme during the thirteenth session of the COP (COP 13).
 
This Implementation Status Update Note consists of three sections. The first section is designed to collect a broad summary of the outcomes and outputs achieved through the process. The second section collects data on the LDN baseline, LDN targets and associated measures. The third section aims at assessing the  impact and  contributions of the LDN target setting process to the countries' sustainable development priorities. 
 
The Implementation Status Update Note should be submitted by the UNCCD National Focal Point, with the support of the LDN TSP country delivery team of the Global Mechanism. For further guidance, please refer to the supporting technical guidance materials that can be found on PRAIS3 or contact the LDN TSP at ldntargetsetting@unccd.int.
 
You are kindly requested to submit the filled out Implementation Status Update Note through the PRAIS32  [http://prais.unccd.int] portal no later than 31 July 2017, 24:00 h CET. 
 1 The list of partners of the LDN TSP includes France, Germany, Luxembourg, Republic of Korea, Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, European Space Agency, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Global Environment Facility, International Soil Reference and Information Centre, International Union for Conservation of Nature, Joint Research Centre of the European Commission, Soil Leadership Academy, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations Environment Programme and World Resources Institute.
 
 2 Performance Review and Assessment of Implementation System (PRAIS) portal 
a) What has been the most important achievement so far in the LDN target setting process?
Section I: LDN Target Setting process outcomes and outputs
Please indicate the current status of LDN TSP outcomes/outputs in your country.         
Table 1. Outcomes and Outputs
Please answer the following question related to the most important achievement in the LDN target setting process.
Nr.
Outcomes/Outputs
Status
1
National LDN Target Setting Leverage Plan estabilished
2
Senior government and major international partners mobilized
3
Multi-stakeholder engagement secured
4
LDN baseline established and mapped
5
LDN trends and drivers mapped
6
LDN legal and instutional environment analysed
7
LDN targets established
8
Key policy/technical measures to achive LDN identified
9
Governmental high level note of measure to avoid, reduceand reverse land degradation prepared
10
LDN included in selected national policies and commitments
11
Transformative projects/programmes and innovative financing mapped out
Section II: LDN baseline, targets and associated measures
 
A) Biophysical indicators to assess LDN
Please fill out table A.1. with data related to the three LDN biophysical indicators. Default data pertaining to your country were derived from global data sources and made available in the framework of the LDN TSP. You may use either the default data or replace these with national data. 
 
Table A.1. Biophysical Indicators
 3 Values for NetLPD and SOC are only for areas where Land Use/Cover is unchanged from 2000-2010.
 4 ibid
 5 Sq. km. stands for square kilometre or km2. To convert sq km to hectares (ha) x100.
 6 No Data' includes snow, ice, desert areas, water bodies and missing pixels
      Indicator 1 : Land Cover
          Indicator 2 : Land Productivity
Indicator 3:  Carbon Stock
Land 
Use/Cover
 Category
  Net land productivity dynamics3 (sq km)        
Soil organic carbon
sq km 5
sq km
sq km
Declining
Early sign  of decline
Stable but stressed
Stable but not stressed
Increasing
No Data 6
ton/ha
Forest land
Shrubs, grassland and sparsely vegetated areas
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial areas
Bare land and other areas
SOC average
 (ton/ha)
Percent of total land area
Total (sq km)
 Please fill out table A.2. with data on land productivity dynamics for areas with a change in land use/cover category. Default data pertaining to your country were derived from global data sources and made available in the framework of the LDN TSP. You may use either the default data or replace these with national data.  
 
Table A.2 Net land productivity dynamics for changing land use/cover category
  Changing Land Use/Cover Category
 Net land productivity dynamics  
From
To
Declining
Early signs of decline
Stable but stressed
Stable not stressed
Increasing
Total7
Please fill out table A.3. with data related to soil organic carbon for areas with a change in land use/cover category. Default data pertaining to your country were derived from global data sources and made available in the framework of the LDN TSP. You may use either the default data or replace these with national data.
 
 Table A.3. Soil Organic Carbon Stock Change
Changing Land Use/Cover Category
Net area change
Soil organic carbon 0 - 30 cm 
From
To
sq km
Total
Percent loss total SOC stock (country)
 7 Where LPD totals differ from the Net area change (2000-2010) in Table A.3, the differences are due to LPD No Data values being excluded from Table A.2]
 8 Change in SOC due to changing Land Use/Cover derived from IPCC Good Practice Guidance for LULUCF (2006).
 Please fill out table A.4 if you used any additional nationally relevant indicator(s) to establish the LDN baseline.
 
Table A.4 Additional nationally relevant indicators
Indicator
      Description of trends (increase, no change, decrease or unknown) 
Year(s) 
Interpretation
Additional comments
Increase
No change
Decrease
Unknown
Please answer the following questions related to the baseline assessment and validation process
 a) Please provide the estimation of the proportion (percentage) of land that is degraded over total land area and    the level of confidence for this estimation.
%
b) Has the LDN baseline been validated by your country?   
 c) If yes, by which body (institution, government agency, regulation)?
 d) Would your country want to use the baseline and target(s) validated in this report in the next UNCCD reporting process? 
B) LDN target(s)
Please list in table B.1. the LDN target(s) your country has set, indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (i.e. national level, subnational level,  specific targets):
Table B.1. LDN targets 
Target(s)
Timeline
Level of application
(e.g national, sub-national etc.)
Description
 e) Have LDN targets been adopted or officially endorsed by your country? 
 f) If yes, by which body (institution, government agency, regulation)?
C) LDN measures
Please outline in Table C.1. the identified measures to achieve LDN considering the assessment carried out in your country
 
Table C.1 LDN measures
 Trend(s)
Driver(s)
   Measures   
Negative trend(s)
Choose an item(s)
Area
 [sq km]
Direct
Choose an item(s)
Indirect
 Choose an item(s)
Choose an item(s)
Description of Measures
Area [sq km]
Timeline
Please hold CTRL for selecting multiple options
Section III: Results achieved 
a) How has the LDN target setting process contributed to create policy coherence among national policies and commitments (e.g. from agricultural policy to climate action and restoration commitments)?
b) How has the LDN target setting process contributed to increase leverage and to tap into finance opportunities for sustainable development?  
 c) How has the LDN target setting process contributed to identify and develop proposals for transformative projects and programs to achieve LDN?
d) What do you consider as the most important LDN target setting "good practice" that other countries could learn from?
Name of the authorizing officer
(UNCCD National Focal Point)          
Date of authorization or submission         
Signature
11.0.0.20130303.1.892433.887364
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  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
  Achieved
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