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Country Profile
                           Country Profile         
Land area
Indicated the total land area, the area covered by water bodies and total country area: 
Year
Total land area (km2) 
Water bodies 
(km2)
Total country area
(km2)
Comments
Demographics 
Estimates of the urban, rural and total population living in your country: 
Year
Urban (thousands)
Rural (thousands)
Total  (thousands)
Comments
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality 
SO1-1          Trends in land cover         
Land cover
Quantitative data
National level estimates of the distribution of the main land cover classes (in kilometres squared (km2)).
Default data are derived from the 
and they can be amended as appropriate.
Land cover (km2)
Year
Tree-covered areas 
 Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
 Other Land
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Net area change 
Land cover area change matrix (in squared kilometers).
Initial class
Final class
Tree-covered areas 
Grassland
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Tree-covered areas
Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Please answer the following question if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources:
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
Qualitative assessment
Interpretation of the indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive land cover changes as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
  Land conversion
Net area
Driver(s)
Description
From
To
change 
(Km2)
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
of changes 
Comments
Hotspots/brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to land cover are located:
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area (Km2)
Comments
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 
degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1-2          Trends in land productivity or functioning of the land         
Land productivity dynamics
Quantitative data
National level estimates of land productivity dynamics within each land cover type: area covered by each class of land productivity dynamics (in km2).
 
 
Default data are derived from the
and they can be amended as appropiate
Net land productivity dynamics      
(km2)
Land cover class
Declining
Moderate decline
Stressed
Stable
Increasing
No data
Tree-covered areas
Grassland
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Estimates of land productivity dynamics for areas where a land conversion to a new land cover type has taken place (in km2)
 
Land conversion         Net area change         
Net area change
Net land productivity dynamics 
(km2)
From
To
km2
Declining
Moderate decline
Stressed
Stable
Increasing
Please answer the following questions if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources: 
Other metrics
If your country uses a different metric to assess land productivity (e.g. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), Enhanced vegetation Index (EVI)), specify which metric your country uses and provide the  data here.
Sources of information
Provide the source of data
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 
degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
Qualitative assessment
Interpretation ofthe indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in land productivity as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
Land cover class / Land conversion	
Area (km2)
Land productivity dynamics	
Direct (choose one or more items)
Indirect (choose one or more items)
Comments
Hotspots/Brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to land productivity are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area(km2)
Comments
Complementary         information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1-3          Trends in carbon stocks above and below ground
Soil organic carbon stocks
Quantitative data
National level estimates of the soil organic carbon (SOC) stock in topsoil (0-30 cm) within each land cover type (in tonnes per hectare). 
Default data are derived from the
and they can be amended as appropriate.
Soil organic carbon stock in topsoil (t/ha)
Year
Tree-covered areas 
 Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
 Other Land
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Estimates of change of organic carbon stock in soil due to land conversion to a new land cover type
Land conversion
Net area change
Soil organic carbon (SOC) stock change      
From
To
km2
Initial SOC stock (t/ha)
Final SOC stock (t/ha)
Initial SOC stock total 
Final SOC stock total
SOC stock change (t)
Please answer the following question if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources:
Sources of  information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
 Qualitative assessment 
Interpretation of the indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in organic carbon stock in soil as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers
Land cover class / Land conversion	
Area (km2)
Soil organic carbon stock change (t/ha)
Direct (choose one or more items)
Indirect (choose one or more items)
Comments
Hotspots/Brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to soil organic carbon stock are located
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area(sq km)
Comments
Complementary         information         
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal	
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land  degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1           Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area (Sustainable Development Goal indicator 15.3.1)
Proportion of land that is degraded 
Indicate the total area of land that is degraded (in km2), and the proportion of degraded land relative to the total land area (defined as the total surface area of a country less the area covered by inland waters, like major rivers and lakes ), and the year.
Total area of 
degraded land
(Km2)
Proportion of         degraded land
Year
Method
Did you use the 3 sub-indicators (i.e. land cover, land productivity dynamics and soil organic carbon stock) to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
 (i.e. land cover, land productivity dynamics and soil organic carbon stock) to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
 
 
Did you apply the One Out, All Out principle to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
If no, indicate the method used to assess the proportion of land that is degraded  
Level of confidence 
Indicate your country's level of confidence in the assessment of the proportion of land that is degraded:
Describe why the assessment has been given the level of confidence selected above: 
Complementary information
 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1           Voluntary targets
Land degradation neutrality targets
Has your country set any land degradation neutrality target(s)?
List any LDN target your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national level, subnational level, specific targets). 
Target
Year
Level of application
Is your country planning to set any LDN target(s)?   
Other targets
List any other target relevant to strategic objective 1  that your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational):
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations 
SO2-1           Trends in population living below the relative poverty line and/or income inequality in affected areas
Relevant metric
Choose the metric relevant to your country:
Proportion of population below the international poverty line
Quantitative data
Estimates of the proportion of population below the international poverty line (percentage) The 'international poverty line' is currently set at USD 1.90 a day based on 2011 purchasing power parity.
 
Year
Proportion of population below the international poverty line 
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Income inequality
  
Quantitative data
Estimate of income inequality (Gini index).
 
Year
Income inequality (Gini Index)
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment   
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers. 
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. per administrative division, urban vs. rural, affected areas etc.) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information  
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations
SO2-2           Trends in access to safe drinking water in affected areas
Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
Quantitative data
Estimates of the proportion of population using safely managed drinking water services.
Year
Urban
 (Percent)
Rural
 (Percent)
Total
(Percent)
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment  
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers.
 
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. per administrative division, urban vs. rural, affected areas etc.) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations
SO2           Voluntary targets
Targets
List any target relevant to strategic objective 2 that your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational):
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 3: To mitigate, adapt to, and manage the effects of drought in order to enhance  resilience of vulnerable populations and ecosystems
SO3           Indicators 
Nationally relevant indicators 
Which indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objective 3, related targets and/or specific expected impacts? 
Indicator
Qualitative assessment
Comments 
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 
SO3           Voluntary targets 
Targets
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 4: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the United nations Convention to Combat Desertification
SO4-1           Trends in carbon stocks above and below ground
Trends in carbon stock above and below ground is a multi-purpose indicator used to measure progress towards both strategic objectives 1 and 4. Quantitative data and a qualitative assessment of trends in this indicator are reported under strategic objective 1, progress indicator SO1-3.
SO4-2           Trends in abundance and distribution of selected species
Quantitative data
Red List Index of species survival
Year
Red List Index 
Sources of information
Provide the source of data
Qualitative assessment  
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. by ecosystems, habitats, and other political and geographic divisions) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located. 
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 4: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the United nations Convention to Combat Desertification
SO4           Voluntary targets 
Targets
List any target relevant to strategic objective 4 that your country has set and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational). Which additional indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objective 1, 2 and 3 and related targets?  
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Additional indicators for strategic objectives 1, 2 and 4
SO1,2 and 4           Additional indicators
Nationally relevant indicators
Which additional indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objectives 1, 2 and 4 and related targets? 
Indicator
Relevant strategic objective or target
Qualitative assessment
Comments 
Complementary         information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
SO5-1           Trends in International Bilateral and Multilateral Official Development Assistance
Quantitative data
Total amount of bilateral official development assistance (ODA) committed for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention over the previous five years.
Data derived from information reported to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC), based on the Rio marker classification for desertification; they can be amended as appropriate.  
Year
Total ODA committed for activities relevant to theimplementation of the         Convention
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
Sources of
 
information
If you have used other global/regional data sources or national data, please provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions or countries on which your country has focused to the greatest extent.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
 
SO5-2           Trends in domestic public resources
Qualitative assessment
Trends in amount of domestic desertification financing
Choose the option representing the trend in the total amount of financing relevant for implementation of the Convention committed at the national level during the five-year period from 2012 to 2016
 Trends in national-level financing for activities relevant         to the implementation of the Convention
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
information
 
Provide the source of trend information
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions on which national-level financing has focused to the greatest extent.
Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective
partnerships at global and national level
Qualitative assessment 
Trends in number of         co-financing partners
Choose the option representing the trend in the number of co-financing partners for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention between 2012 and 2016
.
 Number of co-financing partners for activities relevant         to the implementation of the Convention         
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
 
information
 
Provide the source of trend information.
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions or countries on which co-financing partners have focused to the greatest extent.
SO5-3           Trends in number of co-financing partners
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
SO5-4           Resources Mobilized from Innovative Sources of Finance, Including from the Private Sector
Qualitative assessment
 
 
Trends in resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance
Choose the option representing the trend in the resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance, including from the private sector, for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention for the four-year period between 2012 and 2016 
Amount of resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance, including from the private sector for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
 
information
 
Provide the source of trend information. 
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and types of projects and/or regions or countries on which innovative sources of finance have focused to the greatest extent. 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Implementation Framework Financial and non-financial resources 
Increasing mobilization of financial and non-financial resources for the implementation of the Convention from international and domestic, public and private sources as well as from local communities, including non-traditional funding sources, and climate finance;
Increasing
mobilization of resources 
 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has increased the mobilization of resources?
If yes, was this 
What sources were mobilized?
Narrative
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the mobilization of financial and  non-financial resources for the implementation of the Convention?
Narrative
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Financial and non-financial resources
Taking advantage of the opportunity of using land degradation neutrality as a framework to enhance the coherence, effectiveness and multiple benefits of investments. 
Using LDN as a framework to increase investment 
Would you like to share how your country has taken advantage of the LDN concept to enhance the coherence, effectiveness and multiple benefits of investments?  
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Financial and non-financial resources
Improving the use of existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions (such as the Global Environment Facility (GEF) or other newer funds)
Improving existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has improved the use of existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions?
If yes, is your experience about using    
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the improvement of existing or innovative financial processes and institutions? 
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below. 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Implementation Framework
Policy and planning 
Developing, implementing, revising and regularly monitoring, as appropriate, national, subregional and regional action programmes and/or plans as effective tools for UNCCD implementation
Action Programmes
Would you like to share an experience on how your country/subregion/region/institution has developed or helped develop, implement, revise or regularly monitor action programmes?
If yes, at which level has this happened or is it happening 
Is your experience about
Narrative
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning 
Establishing policies and enabling environments for promoting and implementing solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought including prevention, relief and recovery
Establishing policies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country institution has established or helped establishing policies and enabling environments to promote and/or implement solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought?
If yes, have those policies and enabling environments aimed at
Is your experience about
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.  
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in establishing policies and enabling environments for promoting and implementing solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought including prevention, relief and recovery?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning 
Leveraging synergies and integrating DLDD into national plans related to the multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs), in particular the other Rio conventions and other international commitments, as appropriate, within their respective mandates, optimizing efficacy and eliminating duplication of efforts. 
Synergies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has leveraged synergies and integrated DLDD into national plans related to other MEAs, in particular the other Rio conventions and other international commitments? 
If yes, the actions have aimed at: 
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.  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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning
Mainstreaming DLDD as appropriate into economic, environmental and social policies, with a view to increasing the impact and effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention
Mainstreaming DLDD 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country is mainstreaming DLDD in economic, environmental and social policies, with a view to increasing the impact and effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention
If yes, DLDD was mainstreamed into: 
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation Framework Policy and planning 
Establishing national policies, measure and governance for drought preparedness and	
management including drought contingency plans according to the mandate of the	
Convention.
National policies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country established/is establishing national	policies, measures and governance for drought preparedness and management including drought contingency plans?
1. If yes, does your country have a drought contingency plan?
2. If yes, is your country establishing :
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in establishing policies, measures and governance for drought preparedness and management, including drought contingency plans in accordance with the mandate of the Convention?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Implementing sustainable land management practices
SLM practices
Would like to share experiences on how your country is implementing sustainable land management (SLM) practices to address DLDD?
If yes, what types of SLM practices are being implemented?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the implementation of SLM practices?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
 
 SLM practices are being implemented?
Click here to enter text.
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Implementation framework
Implementing restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services
Restoration and rehabilitation 
Would like to share experiences on how your country is involved in restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services?
If yes, what types of practices are being implemented?
At what level does your country implement the restoration and rehabilitation practices?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
Page  of 
Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Developing and operationalizing drought risk management, monitoring and early warning systems and safety net programmes
Drought risk management and Early warning systems
Would you like to share experience on how your country is developing drought risk management, and monitoring early warning systems and safety-net programmes to address DLDD?
1-	If yes, would like to share experiences on?
Descripción
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in developing drought risk management, and monitoring early warning systems and safety-net programmes to address DLDD?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Promoting alternative livelihoods
Alternative livelihoods
Does your country promote alternative livelihoods practice in the context of DLDD? 
1.         If yes, could you list some practices implemented at your country level to promote alternative livelihoods? 
2.   Would you like to share experiences in engaging women and youth in promoting alternative livelihoods? 
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework
Establishing systems for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management
Establishing Knowledge sharing systems 
Has your country established systems for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management?
If yes, would you like to share/list the established systems available in your country for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management?
Would you like to share experiences on programmes/activities that promote women's access to knowledge and technology?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant  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	SO-1-1h6: Albania’s dependency on the agriculture and forestry sectors for social and economic development, combined with the on-going degradation of fundamental ecosystem services in agricultural, pasture and forest lands, demonstrate the crucial importance of Sustainable Land Management (SLM) for the country.  Despite the economic and environmental importance of soil resources for the country, Albania’s challenges related to soil management have largely been neglected for years, with serious repercussions on soil quality. Soil erosion, including surface erosion, coastal erosion, riverbank erosion, transportation of silt and impoverishment of soil fertility, with soil losses estimated to be at an average of 16.4 t/ha annually (2010). An evaluation of the potential erosion risk in Albania estimated that 24% of land is under high risk of erosion, 59% is moderate and 17% is under low risk of erosion, with approximately 100,000 ha of agricultural land in the process of desertification caused by poor vegetation cover.  Salinization due to the accumulation of soluble salts (Na, Mg and Ca) on or near the surface of the soil, which results in completely unproductive soil, is another important problem in Albania, which already has about 12,000 ha of saline soils (of which 2,000 ha are considered highly saline).  Albania also has approximately 70,000 ha of unproductive “acid soils”, with pH values between 3.5-6.5, which require remediation in order to be productive again.  Soil compaction has increased greatly with the adoption of mechanized agriculture, and now affects most agricultural lands.  Other trends include declines in the area of surface soils rich in organic matter (285,000 ha or 42% of agricultural land have suffered from the loss of soil organic matter); and declines in soil nutrients, with annual losses of three essential nutrients (NPK ) of 69,609 tons, or 40% greater than the amount of fertilizer currently used (the cost to farmers to increase fertilizer use to replace the nutrients lost by erosion is estimated at USD 98 million ).  Overall, Albania is among the most affected countries in Europe in terms of the extent and intensity of land degradation, and economic losses stemming from the effects of erosion and compaction of arable land amount to USD 138.2 million per year or about 5.5% of agricultural GDP.  
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	Sourcesofinfo40: Identification and Implementation of Adaptation Response Measures in the Drini - Mati River Deltas project: Throughout a highly participatory process risks are evaluated and a series of adaptation measures to reduce the coastal erosion, lagoons’ eutrophication and the sea level rise are developed;  Three communes Shengjin, Fushe Kuqe and Shenkoll have prepared adaptation plans and some priority measures have been integrated into the Concept of Regional Development 2010-2015 by the Lezha Regional Council;Eleven adaptation measures prioritized through a cost benefit analysis are turned into project fiches by Lezha Regional Council specialists subject to fundraising at local and central level. Further training is provided on European Union funding mechanisms;A National Policy Paper on Climate Change Adaptation, outlining 7 policy interventions for mainstreaming climate change adaptation into strategic planning is informing formulation of environment cross cutting strategy 2013-2014;The Management Plan of Kune-Vain Protected Area has integrated climate change adaptation;A set of climate change indicators are now part of the National Environment Monitoring Program ensuring systematic monitoring and observation of ecosystem response to climate change as well as effectiveness of adaptation measures;Early warning system for climate extreme events is operational in the Lezha prefecture.In-site implementation of adaptation measures-ecosystem restoration through dune planting with ‘Ammophilia arenaria’ to showcase reduction of coastal erosion in Vain is carried out.
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	Sourcesofinfo40a: Project: Establishing Albania’s Environmental Information Management and Monitoring System Aligned with the Global Reporting”What is the Project about?13316844_1712727712299489_8314493807260922808_o The project is designed to strengthen capacity for environmental monitoring and information management in Albania by establishing an operational environmental information management and monitoring system EIMMS. The project will address the need for an environmental monitoring system that is integrated throughout relevant government institutions and that uses international monitoring standards for indicator development, data collection, analysis, and policy-making. It will also build on existing technical and institutional capacity in Albania to align its management and monitoring efforts with global monitoring and reporting priorities. Increased capacity in this area will improve reporting to the Rio Conventions and lay the groundwork for sustainable development through better-informed environmental policy.The project is a response to the need for an environmental monitoring system that is integrated throughout the related government institutions, that is well coordinated and stimulates cooperation, using international monitoring standards for the selection of monitoring indicators, the data collection processes, the processing and reporting of this information covering all three Rio Conventions. It will develop national capacities in Albania to align its national environmental information management and monitoring system with global environmental monitoring and reporting priorities; including the compliance with the Multilateral Environment Agreements reporting obligations.In particular, the project has one outcome goal and three main objectives as follows:Outcome Goal – (Long-term goal): Establishing Albania’s Environmental Management and Monitoring System Aligned with Global Environmental ReportingMain expected project outcome: To improve institutional and technical capacities to meet and sustain Rio Convention objectives and those of other MEAsThree contributing components - expected outcomes:1.    Degree to which the national environmental information portal has been harmonized and enhanced using existing data sources to address global environmental conventions needs2.    Extent to which key global calibre environmental indicators are set at the national level and associated baseline information is recorded.3.    Amount by which stakeholders’ capacity for information management and utilization for global environmental reporting needs is enhanced at the national and local level.The three contributing areas corresponding to the expected outcomes as per the project strategy include work in the three following areas:1)            Development of an EIMMS that will be able to integrate global environment commitments into planning and monitoring processes;2)            Development and application of standard indicators encompassing UNFCCC, CBD and CCD concerns and global environmental threats; and3)            Enhancement of stakeholder capacity for information management (data collection and processing) of key global environment data and information utilization (interpretation and reporting) at the national and local level.What have we accomplished so far? Development of the ROADMAP for establishing an operational environmental information management and monitoring system EIMMSAssessment of Albania’s National Capacities on Environmental Monitoring, developed the Technical Sheets for environmental indicators related to the three MEAsIntroduced the citizens science concept by running a BioBlitz, through the iNaturalist open portal with High School students.
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