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Country Profile
                           Country Profile         
Land area
Indicated the total land area, the area covered by water bodies and total country area: 
Year
Total land area (km2) 
Water bodies 
(km2)
Total country area
(km2)
Comments
Demographics 
Estimates of the urban, rural and total population living in your country: 
Year
Urban (thousands)
Rural (thousands)
Total  (thousands)
Comments
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality 
SO1-1          Trends in land cover         
Land cover
Quantitative data
National level estimates of the distribution of the main land cover classes (in kilometres squared (km2)).
Default data are derived from the 
and they can be amended as appropriate.
Land cover (km2)
Year
Tree-covered areas 
 Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
 Other Land
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Net area change 
Land cover area change matrix (in squared kilometers).
Initial class
Final class
Tree-covered areas 
Grassland
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Tree-covered areas
Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Please answer the following question if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources:
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
Qualitative assessment
Interpretation of the indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive land cover changes as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
  Land conversion
Net area
Driver(s)
Description
From
To
change 
(Km2)
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
of changes 
Comments
Hotspots/brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to land cover are located:
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area (Km2)
Comments
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 
degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1-2          Trends in land productivity or functioning of the land         
Land productivity dynamics
Quantitative data
National level estimates of land productivity dynamics within each land cover type: area covered by each class of land productivity dynamics (in km2).
 
 
Default data are derived from the
and they can be amended as appropiate
Net land productivity dynamics      
(km2)
Land cover class
Declining
Moderate decline
Stressed
Stable
Increasing
No data
Tree-covered areas
Grassland
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Estimates of land productivity dynamics for areas where a land conversion to a new land cover type has taken place (in km2)
 
Land conversion         Net area change         
Net area change
Net land productivity dynamics 
(km2)
From
To
km2
Declining
Moderate decline
Stressed
Stable
Increasing
Please answer the following questions if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources: 
Other metrics
If your country uses a different metric to assess land productivity (e.g. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), Enhanced vegetation Index (EVI)), specify which metric your country uses and provide the  data here.
Sources of information
Provide the source of data
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 
degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
Qualitative assessment
Interpretation ofthe indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in land productivity as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
Land cover class / Land conversion	
Area (km2)
Land productivity dynamics	
Direct (choose one or more items)
Indirect (choose one or more items)
Comments
Hotspots/Brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to land productivity are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area(km2)
Comments
Complementary         information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1-3          Trends in carbon stocks above and below ground
Soil organic carbon stocks
Quantitative data
National level estimates of the soil organic carbon (SOC) stock in topsoil (0-30 cm) within each land cover type (in tonnes per hectare). 
Default data are derived from the
and they can be amended as appropriate.
Soil organic carbon stock in topsoil (t/ha)
Year
Tree-covered areas 
 Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
 Other Land
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Estimates of change of organic carbon stock in soil due to land conversion to a new land cover type
Land conversion
Net area change
Soil organic carbon (SOC) stock change      
From
To
km2
Initial SOC stock (t/ha)
Final SOC stock (t/ha)
Initial SOC stock total 
Final SOC stock total
SOC stock change (t)
Please answer the following question if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources:
Sources of  information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
 Qualitative assessment 
Interpretation of the indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in organic carbon stock in soil as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers
Land cover class / Land conversion	
Area (km2)
Soil organic carbon stock change (t/ha)
Direct (choose one or more items)
Indirect (choose one or more items)
Comments
Hotspots/Brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to soil organic carbon stock are located
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area(sq km)
Comments
Complementary         information         
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal	
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land  degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1           Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area (Sustainable Development Goal indicator 15.3.1)
Proportion of land that is degraded 
Indicate the total area of land that is degraded (in km2), and the proportion of degraded land relative to the total land area (defined as the total surface area of a country less the area covered by inland waters, like major rivers and lakes ), and the year.
Total area of 
degraded land
(Km2)
Proportion of         degraded land
Year
Method
Did you use the 3 sub-indicators (i.e. land cover, land productivity dynamics and soil organic carbon stock) to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
 (i.e. land cover, land productivity dynamics and soil organic carbon stock) to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
 
 
Did you apply the One Out, All Out principle to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
If no, indicate the method used to assess the proportion of land that is degraded  
Level of confidence 
Indicate your country's level of confidence in the assessment of the proportion of land that is degraded:
Describe why the assessment has been given the level of confidence selected above: 
Complementary information
 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1           Voluntary targets
Land degradation neutrality targets
Has your country set any land degradation neutrality target(s)?
List any LDN target your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national level, subnational level, specific targets). 
Target
Year
Level of application
Is your country planning to set any LDN target(s)?   
Other targets
List any other target relevant to strategic objective 1  that your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational):
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations 
SO2-1           Trends in population living below the relative poverty line and/or income inequality in affected areas
Relevant metric
Choose the metric relevant to your country:
Proportion of population below the international poverty line
Quantitative data
Estimates of the proportion of population below the international poverty line (percentage) The 'international poverty line' is currently set at USD 1.90 a day based on 2011 purchasing power parity.
 
Year
Proportion of population below the international poverty line 
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Income inequality
  
Quantitative data
Estimate of income inequality (Gini index).
 
Year
Income inequality (Gini Index)
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment   
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers. 
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. per administrative division, urban vs. rural, affected areas etc.) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information  
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations
SO2-2           Trends in access to safe drinking water in affected areas
Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
Quantitative data
Estimates of the proportion of population using safely managed drinking water services.
Year
Urban
 (Percent)
Rural
 (Percent)
Total
(Percent)
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment  
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers.
 
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. per administrative division, urban vs. rural, affected areas etc.) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations
SO2           Voluntary targets
Targets
List any target relevant to strategic objective 2 that your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational):
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 3: To mitigate, adapt to, and manage the effects of drought in order to enhance  resilience of vulnerable populations and ecosystems
SO3           Indicators 
Nationally relevant indicators 
Which indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objective 3, related targets and/or specific expected impacts? 
Indicator
Qualitative assessment
Comments 
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 
SO3           Voluntary targets 
Targets
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 4: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the United nations Convention to Combat Desertification
SO4-1           Trends in carbon stocks above and below ground
Trends in carbon stock above and below ground is a multi-purpose indicator used to measure progress towards both strategic objectives 1 and 4. Quantitative data and a qualitative assessment of trends in this indicator are reported under strategic objective 1, progress indicator SO1-3.
SO4-2           Trends in abundance and distribution of selected species
Quantitative data
Red List Index of species survival
Year
Red List Index 
Sources of information
Provide the source of data
Qualitative assessment  
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. by ecosystems, habitats, and other political and geographic divisions) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located. 
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 4: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the United nations Convention to Combat Desertification
SO4           Voluntary targets 
Targets
List any target relevant to strategic objective 4 that your country has set and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational). Which additional indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objective 1, 2 and 3 and related targets?  
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Additional indicators for strategic objectives 1, 2 and 4
SO1,2 and 4           Additional indicators
Nationally relevant indicators
Which additional indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objectives 1, 2 and 4 and related targets? 
Indicator
Relevant strategic objective or target
Qualitative assessment
Comments 
Complementary         information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
SO5-1           Trends in International Bilateral and Multilateral Official Development Assistance
Quantitative data
Total amount of bilateral official development assistance (ODA) committed for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention over the previous five years.
Data derived from information reported to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC), based on the Rio marker classification for desertification; they can be amended as appropriate.  
Year
Total ODA committed for activities relevant to theimplementation of the         Convention
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
Sources of
 
information
If you have used other global/regional data sources or national data, please provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions or countries on which your country has focused to the greatest extent.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
 
SO5-2           Trends in domestic public resources
Qualitative assessment
Trends in amount of domestic desertification financing
Choose the option representing the trend in the total amount of financing relevant for implementation of the Convention committed at the national level during the five-year period from 2012 to 2016
 Trends in national-level financing for activities relevant         to the implementation of the Convention
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
information
 
Provide the source of trend information
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions on which national-level financing has focused to the greatest extent.
Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective
partnerships at global and national level
Qualitative assessment 
Trends in number of         co-financing partners
Choose the option representing the trend in the number of co-financing partners for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention between 2012 and 2016
.
 Number of co-financing partners for activities relevant         to the implementation of the Convention         
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
 
information
 
Provide the source of trend information.
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions or countries on which co-financing partners have focused to the greatest extent.
SO5-3           Trends in number of co-financing partners
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
SO5-4           Resources Mobilized from Innovative Sources of Finance, Including from the Private Sector
Qualitative assessment
 
 
Trends in resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance
Choose the option representing the trend in the resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance, including from the private sector, for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention for the four-year period between 2012 and 2016 
Amount of resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance, including from the private sector for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
 
information
 
Provide the source of trend information. 
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and types of projects and/or regions or countries on which innovative sources of finance have focused to the greatest extent. 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Implementation Framework Financial and non-financial resources 
Increasing mobilization of financial and non-financial resources for the implementation of the Convention from international and domestic, public and private sources as well as from local communities, including non-traditional funding sources, and climate finance;
Increasing
mobilization of resources 
 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has increased the mobilization of resources?
If yes, was this 
What sources were mobilized?
Narrative
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the mobilization of financial and  non-financial resources for the implementation of the Convention?
Narrative
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Financial and non-financial resources
Taking advantage of the opportunity of using land degradation neutrality as a framework to enhance the coherence, effectiveness and multiple benefits of investments. 
Using LDN as a framework to increase investment 
Would you like to share how your country has taken advantage of the LDN concept to enhance the coherence, effectiveness and multiple benefits of investments?  
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Financial and non-financial resources
Improving the use of existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions (such as the Global Environment Facility (GEF) or other newer funds)
Improving existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has improved the use of existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions?
If yes, is your experience about using    
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the improvement of existing or innovative financial processes and institutions? 
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below. 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Implementation Framework
Policy and planning 
Developing, implementing, revising and regularly monitoring, as appropriate, national, subregional and regional action programmes and/or plans as effective tools for UNCCD implementation
Action Programmes
Would you like to share an experience on how your country/subregion/region/institution has developed or helped develop, implement, revise or regularly monitor action programmes?
If yes, at which level has this happened or is it happening 
Is your experience about
Narrative
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning 
Establishing policies and enabling environments for promoting and implementing solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought including prevention, relief and recovery
Establishing policies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country institution has established or helped establishing policies and enabling environments to promote and/or implement solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought?
If yes, have those policies and enabling environments aimed at
Is your experience about
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.  
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in establishing policies and enabling environments for promoting and implementing solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought including prevention, relief and recovery?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning 
Leveraging synergies and integrating DLDD into national plans related to the multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs), in particular the other Rio conventions and other international commitments, as appropriate, within their respective mandates, optimizing efficacy and eliminating duplication of efforts. 
Synergies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has leveraged synergies and integrated DLDD into national plans related to other MEAs, in particular the other Rio conventions and other international commitments? 
If yes, the actions have aimed at: 
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.  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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning
Mainstreaming DLDD as appropriate into economic, environmental and social policies, with a view to increasing the impact and effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention
Mainstreaming DLDD 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country is mainstreaming DLDD in economic, environmental and social policies, with a view to increasing the impact and effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention
If yes, DLDD was mainstreamed into: 
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation Framework Policy and planning 
Establishing national policies, measure and governance for drought preparedness and	
management including drought contingency plans according to the mandate of the	
Convention.
National policies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country established/is establishing national	policies, measures and governance for drought preparedness and management including drought contingency plans?
1. If yes, does your country have a drought contingency plan?
2. If yes, is your country establishing :
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in establishing policies, measures and governance for drought preparedness and management, including drought contingency plans in accordance with the mandate of the Convention?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Implementing sustainable land management practices
SLM practices
Would like to share experiences on how your country is implementing sustainable land management (SLM) practices to address DLDD?
If yes, what types of SLM practices are being implemented?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the implementation of SLM practices?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
 
 SLM practices are being implemented?
Click here to enter text.
Page  of 
Implementation framework
Implementing restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services
Restoration and rehabilitation 
Would like to share experiences on how your country is involved in restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services?
If yes, what types of practices are being implemented?
At what level does your country implement the restoration and rehabilitation practices?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Developing and operationalizing drought risk management, monitoring and early warning systems and safety net programmes
Drought risk management and Early warning systems
Would you like to share experience on how your country is developing drought risk management, and monitoring early warning systems and safety-net programmes to address DLDD?
1-	If yes, would like to share experiences on?
Descripción
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in developing drought risk management, and monitoring early warning systems and safety-net programmes to address DLDD?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Promoting alternative livelihoods
Alternative livelihoods
Does your country promote alternative livelihoods practice in the context of DLDD? 
1.         If yes, could you list some practices implemented at your country level to promote alternative livelihoods? 
2.   Would you like to share experiences in engaging women and youth in promoting alternative livelihoods? 
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework
Establishing systems for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management
Establishing Knowledge sharing systems 
Has your country established systems for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management?
If yes, would you like to share/list the established systems available in your country for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management?
Would you like to share experiences on programmes/activities that promote women's access to knowledge and technology?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant  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	Sourcesofinfo30: The Australian Government’s Indigenous Protected Areas (IPA) program, along with the Indigenous Rangers program, were awarded a Bronze Future Policy Award in 2017 during the thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD. The IPA program was established in 1997 to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples to choose when, where and how they will manage their own country, combining traditional knowledge with western science.IPAs are an essential component of Australia’s National Reserve System, which is the network of formally recognised parks, reserves and protected areas across Australia. As well as protecting biodiversity, Indigenous Protected Areas deliver cost-effective environmental, cultural, social, health and wellbeing and economic benefits to Indigenous communities. Indigenous Protected Areas protect cultural heritage into the future, and provide employment, education and training opportunities for Indigenous people in remote areas.There are currently 75 dedicated IPAs across approximately 67 million hectares. These account for more than 45 per cent of the National Reserve System's total area.IPA projects are supported through a multi-year funding agreement. Many Indigenous organisations also supplement this funding through fee-for service or other income generating activities, as well as support from private sector and philanthropic organisations.In 2016, the Australian Government commissioned a report on a selection of IPAs. The report found that the program, along with the Working on Country program, is:- Engaging Indigenous Australians in meaningful employment to achieve large scale conservation outcomes.- Facilitating reconnection with country, culture and language to achieve exceptional levels of engagement among Indigenous Australians which is driving positive social, economic, cultural and environmental outcomes.- Helping to catalyse the development of an Indigenous land and sea based economy, empowering Indigenous landowners to manage their country in accordance with their priorities. The Australian Government has recently committed $15 million under the New Indigenous Protected Areas Program 2017-2021, to assist Indigenous groups to establish new Indigenous Protected Areas. The program will protect and conserve biodiversity by funding the development and dedication of new Indigenous Protected Areas.
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	Sourcesofinfo32: A plan for the Murray–Darling BasinThe Murray–Darling Basin covers over 1 million square kilometres of south-eastern Australia, and is home to more than 2 million people. The rains, rivers and aquifers of the Basin provide essential drinking water for the population, as well as water for urban, recreational, industrial and agricultural activity.The Basin has 23 major river systems and some 30,000 wetlands that rely on its water to support a diverse range of plants and animals, including many rare and endangered species. The habitats provided by the rivers and wetlands are diverse, and include sites that are nationally and internationally unique.The Basin is undeniably a working Basin. However, its future depends on securing the health of the natural environment, so that adequate amounts of good quality water are available to water users and environment sites across the vast landscape covered by the Basin.The Basin Plan is a coordinated approach to water management across the Murray–Darling Basin's 4 states (South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland) and the Australian Capital Territory.The Basin Plan was developed as a requirement of new legislation and is a significant step in the ongoing process of managing the Basin’s water for the benefit of all its users and the environment.At its heart, the Basin Plan determines the amount of water that can be extracted or taken annually from the Basin for consumptive use (urban, industrial and agricultural). The volume determined is called the long-term average sustainable diversion limit, or a volume of extraction that will not have a negative impact on the natural environments and the functions of the rivers, waterways, groundwater and wetlands of the Basin.However, the Basin Plan is much more comprehensive than just determining a limit on water use. The Plan contains specific plans and frameworks to ensure:- good quality water is delivered to people, businesses and the environment;- environmental water is used effectively;- state governments are committed to the Plan;- communities always have access to drinking water; - water trade is efficient and fair; and,- implementation of the Plan is monitored and evaluated.Sustainable diversion limitsThe Basin Plan sets new limits on the amount of water that can be taken for consumptive use, i.e. industry, agriculture and other human use. These limits are called long-term average sustainable diversion limit (SDLs).  The SDLs are like a new 'cap' on water use, and have been determined for each catchment and aquifer in the Basin. For the first time in Australian history, comprehensive limits on groundwater extraction have been set.The SDLs will make more water available to the environment, to improve and maintain the health of waterways, lakes, major wetlands and floodplains within the Basin, as well as protect important habitats for animals and plants that rely on its water. The SDLs for groundwater will ensure that resources are not over-allocated in the future, and communities and environments dependent of ground water are sustainable.While striving to improve the condition of the natural environment of the Basin, the SDLs recognise that there must be a balance between water for the environment and water for communities and industries. The overarching aim of the Basin Plan is to provide for a healthy working Basin into the future.A 7 year period (2012–19) was set for water users and managers to reduce extraction levels, in regions where a reduction was required. Some reduction was achieved prior to the Basin Plan taking effect, through water recovery programs operating through 2009–11.Since the Basin Plan came into effect, water has been recovered through direct purchase of water entitlement by the Australian Government, or the exchange of water entitlement for Australian investment in modern infrastructure.The SDLs will commence in 2019 through state government water resource plans. However, the limits for each river valley and groundwater unit may be increased or decreased during the implementation phase of the Plan (2012–19), depending on the outcomes of infrastructure efficiency programs and new environmental watering regimes.
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	Sourcesofinfo35: The Australian Government has a number of initiatives that have cross-cutting socio-economic and environmental benefits. The Green Army program ran from August 2015 to June 2018 and mobilised young and indigenous jobseekers to undertake community projects that deliver environmental outcomes:- The Australian Government invested over $200 million (AUD) and was able to leverage $48.8 million (AUD) of in-kind investment to fund the program. - Projects involved undertaking revegetation, plant propagation, pest management, weed treatment and debris removal – activities that have widespread flow-on environmental benefits, including alleviating Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD). - The program targeted economically vulnerable members of the community. Approximately 5,000 young Australians (aged 17-24) participated and over 1000 were indigenous. 73% of the projects were delivered in remote and regional Australia. - While achieved environmental outcomes, the program also upskilled the participants and provided valuable experience for future employment. Participants were involved in training from across over 60 training fields.
	Sourcesofinfo36: Joint Agency Drought TaskforceThe Prime Minister has stated the drought is one of his top and immediate priorities for the Government. On 19 August 2018, the Government announced the appointment of a Coordinator-General for Drought, Major General Stephen Day, DSC, AM. To support this work the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet has established a Joint Agency Drought Taskforce in the Prime Minister’s department led by Major General Stephen Day.The Prime Minister has also appointed a Special Envoy for Drought Assistance and Recovery, the Hon Barnaby Joyce MP to listen to affected communities so he can feed back a deeper picture of the human and economic impact of the drought, including positive examples of resilience. The Special Envoy for Drought will provide advice to the Prime Minister about the impact of relief efforts, including the performance of Government service delivery and advise about proposals that might be emerging from the community.Drought PolicyIn 2008, a national review of drought policy was undertaken to inform decisions on how the government can better support farmers. The review included economic, climatic and social assessments. It found that drought conditions in Australia were likely to occur more often and be more severe. It also recommended that drought assistance programs be restructured to help farmers better plan and prepare for drought rather than waiting until farmers are in crisis before offering assistance.In 2010, the Australian Government, in partnership with the Western Australian Government initiated a two-year pilot of drought reform measures in regions of Western Australia. This was in response to the national review of drought policy and tested a range of programs to inform the design of a new national approach. The pilot was reviewed in 2011 by an independent panel, which confirmed that a move to programs with a focus on risk management and preparedness was appropriate. The Intergovernmental Agreement on National Drought Program Reform was signed in 2013 by Australian, state and territory governments. Under the agreement, all governments are aiming to encourage farmers to better prepare for droughts and manage their business risks. The Australian Government provides:Farm Household AllowanceThe Australian Government’s main contribution to reform is the Farm Household Allowance. The Farm Household Allowance provides assistance to farm families experiencing financial hardship, without the need for a drought or Exceptional Circumstances declaration. The allowance will provide eligible farmers and their partners with up to three years of fortnightly income support.Managing weeds and pest animals The Australian Government is providing $25.8 million over four years to help manage the effects of pest animals and weeds in drought-affected areas. The funding supports projects to:- lessen the impact of pest species, such as foxes and wild dogs - manage existing weed incursions - reduce the risk of future invasions - improve groundcover, water quality and critical stock forage.Farm Management DepositsThe Farm Management Deposits (FMD) Scheme allows eligible primary producers to set aside pre-tax income from primary production in years of high income, which can be drawn on in future years. Primary producers can: - deposit up to $800,000 in FMDs ;- access their FMD early without losing their claimed taxation concessions if they are affected by drought; and,- offset the interest costs on primary production business debt (subject to banks offering FMD loan offset accounts).Accelerated depreciation to encourage investment in drought preparedness Accelerated depreciation arrangements for new water and fodder infrastructure and fencing are available to help farmers prepare for drought, assist with their cash flow and encourage on-farm investment. These measures include:- depreciation of water facilities over 1 year (previously 3 years) - depreciation of fodder infrastructure storage over 3 years (previously up to 50 years) - depreciation of fencing over 1 year (previously up to 30 years).Farm Business TrainingTraining is an important part of building farmers’ capacity to prepare for and manage risk. Improved business skills support the productivity, profitability and viability of farm businesses. Training can also encourage better farm risk management practices and more informed decision making.Under the Intergovernmental Agreement on National Drought Program Reform, the states and territories are responsible for encouraging the delivery and uptake of the national approach to farm business training. The farm business management skill set was developed by AgriFood Skills Australia in consultation with the Australian, state and territory governments. The farm business management skill set is included as part of the Agriculture, Horticulture and Conservation and Land Management Training Package and provides a basis for nationally consistent training outcomes in farm business management.Regional Investment Corporation The Regional Investment Corporation (RIC) delivers on farm business loans and the National Water Infrastructure Loan Facility. The RIC opened on 1 July 2018. Two types of farm loans are available – farm investment loans and drought loans. Farm investment loans help eligible farmers build and maintain diversity in the markets they supply, and take advantage of new and emerging opportunities across Australia and overseas. Drought loans help farmers prepare for, manage through and recover from drought. The RIC offer 10-year loans of up to $1 million and farmers can apply at any time. The loans can be used to refinance existing debt, or access new debt for operating expenses and capital. The water infrastructure loans are for eligible state and territory government projects, including private equity partner projects, to supply water to regional Australians. Projects could include dams, weirs, pipelines, and wastewater treatment reuse facilities. The RIC offers 15 year loans of $50 million or more and state and territory governments can apply at any time.
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	Sourcesofinfo38: Drought tolerant crop varietiesThe Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is looking at different ways to breed drought tolerant and water efficient crop varieties.Using Delta Carbon Technology to identify plants that use water more efficiently, CSIRO has bred the wheat variety "Drysdale" that yields at least five per cent more than other varieties under dry conditions.Drought tolerance is a complex biological trait with many genes involved in using water efficiently. CSIRO is identifying the genes involved in improving water use efficiency to help speed up the breeding of drought tolerant crop varieties.As well as identifying useful genes, CSIRO is unravelling the biological mechanisms that plants use to conserve water to identify other ways to improve drought tolerance.Livestock producers using decision support software in their animal breeding enterprises can benefit from incorporating water and cropping management tools.Savanna fire management methodsWithout fire management, the savannas in northern Australia burn predominantly in the late dry season, resulting in large, hot and intense fires. These fires produce more greenhouse gas emissions and burn a greater proportion of dead organic matter than fires that occur under cooler, moister conditions in the early dry season.Emissions Reduction Fund savanna fire management projects aim to reduce the frequency and extent of late dry season fires in savannas, resulting in fewer greenhouse gas emissions and more carbon being sequestered in dead organic matter.Projects may undertake fire management activities throughout the year. Planned burning occurs primarily in the early dry season and may include igniting fires from aircraft, from vehicles along the sides of roads and tracks, from boats on waterways, or by walking across country. Other fire management activities include burning firebreaks to prevent the spread of unplanned fire or undertaking fire suppression in the late dry season. The specific type and timing of fire management will depend on landscape features within the project area and local weather conditions.
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	Sourcesofinfo40a: Twenty million trees will be planted across Australia by June 2020 under the 20 Million Trees Program. The program builds on $237 million worth of existing investments and 1,000 other projects delivered through multiple Government initiatives which are supporting the protection of threatened species, and the ecosystems that support them, since 2014.Grant projects have been awarded to various community groups, volunteers, environmental organisations and local governments across Australia. The grants support local communities and help transform the landscape through restoring and reconnecting our native vegetation.Under the third tranche announced in 2017, the Australian Government provided more than $14 million for 12 projects will deliver approximately 5.2 million trees native trees, and associated understory planted across more than 4,800 hectares. Work on these projects under Tranche 3 of the service provider stream began in early 2018.Case study: Reconnecting Budj BimSacred to the Gunditjmara people, the Budj Bim National Heritage Landscape provides evidence of a system of channels and weirs constructed from the abundant local volcanic rock to manage water flows from nearby Lake Condah to exploit eels as a food source. The critically endangered Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands of the Victorian Volcanic Plain at Budj Bim have provided vital resources to land managers for thousands of years. Extensively cleared since European settlement, this vastly degraded and fragmented ecosystem faces ongoing threats from climate change and agricultural intensification. Working with the Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation and local land managers, the reconnection project mixes indigenous ecological knowledge with leading-edge revegetation techniques to reinstate 400 hectares of Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands across the Budj Bim National Heritage Landscape to improve ecosystem services and relink habitat for threatened species.
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	P32a-d: The Australian Bureau of Meteorology monitors and issues monthly reports on drought, with data on rainfall deficiencies and soil moisture. Further information is available at: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/
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